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LSE Data Science Institute Brief
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The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) is a world-leading
university specialising in the social sciences. LSE's multi-disciplinary community spans
economics, political science, sociology, law, philosophy, and behavioural science,
and is complemented by world-leading expertise in the foundational Al disciplines of
mathematics, statistics, and methodology. Collaborating and convening expertise from
across the university, the LSE Data Science Institute (DSI) is focused on ensuring the
social sciences are at the core of Al advancement.

Underpinning this focus is the recognition that people are at the core of the Al revolution.
The most sophisticated Al models are trained on trillions of tokens that capture human
communication, behaviours, and interactions, and they are transforming our economies,
societies, and institutions. The social sciences offer the academic lenses through
which to study and understand people, from individual behaviours to the complex
socio-economic systems that shape our world. This understanding is hugely important
to shaping Al development. The LSE Data Science Institute’s research and capacity
building efforts focus on three key questions for Al and social sciences:

1. How can social sciences improve Al?
2. How will Al change our world?
3. How can Al improve social science research?

How can social sciences improve Al?

We are moving towards a world where Al agents will increasingly manage our affairs, our
workplaces, schools, and health care systems. For that world to work well, the design
of Al agents should draw on the decades of scholarship on competition, coordination,
collective decision-making, and cooperation. LSE is partnering with leading Al
companies to ensure that LSE's expertise feeds into the design, development, and
deployment of Al innovations. For example, the Data Science Institute has partnered
with Anthropic” to host an Economic Futures symposium, convening academic and
industry expertise to discuss the impacts of Al on the labour market and explore



2) "LSE to launch Global Forum
on Al and the Social Sciences
with $2m award from the
MacArthur Foundation”, 2026.
2.12., https://www.Ise.ac.uk/
dsi/news/2026/global-forum-
announced

3) Davide Castelvecchi,

“DeepMind and OpenAl models
solve math problems at level of
top students”, Nature, 2025. 7.
24., https://www.nature.com/
articles/d41586-025-02343-x

4) "AlphaFold: a solution to a

50-year-old grand challenge
in biology", 2020. 11. 30.,
https://deepmind.google/blog/
alphafold-a-solution-to-a-50-
year-old-grand-challenge-in-
biology/

5) “LSE to launch Global Forum

on Al and the Social Sciences
with $2m award from the
MacArthur Foundation”, 2026.
2.12., https://www.Ise.ac.uk/
dsi/news/2026/global-forum-
announced

possible policy interventions.

How will Al change our world?

Al is already changing our economies, societies, political systems, and personal lives,
altering how we work, how our children learn, and how we interact with the world. To
navigate this changed world and to ensure that technological advancement leads to
human flourishing, we need to understand these changes and to rethink long-held
theoretical and conceptual frameworks. This work is built around three pillars:

(1) Re-imagining work and economic systems for an Al-powered world, where LSE is
leading a Flagship Global Forum on Al and the Social Sciences.? The inaugural Forum
will take place at LSE in September 2026, focusing on how Al is reshaping work and how
governments, firms, and workers can prepare for the changes ahead. (2) Reinvigorating
democratic institutions and governance in the age of Al, where LSE researchers are
working closely with policymakers and regulators around the world, offering expertise to
help manage the impacts of Al on democratic processes and institutions, and supporting
the development of policies and regulatory approaches to facilitate societally beneficial
Al development. (3) Spotlighting critical policy sectors, where LSE researchers are
driving sector-specific research focused on policy areas such as healthcare and finance
where Al is having the most significant impact.

How can Al improve social science research?

The hard sciences are heralding a new era of Al-driven scientific discovery — from
impressive improvements in Al's ability to tackle mathematical problems® to solving
the 50-year grand challenge of protein structure prediction.” Yet there is no concerted
effort to bring a similar revolution to the social sciences. LSE is working to accelerate
this revolution in the social sciences, supporting the development of Al tools to aid social
science discovery, and driving methodological innovation to access and make better
use of data for Al in social science research.

Opportunities for collaboration with Korea
The LSE Data Science Institute is looking forward to a collaboration with Centre

for International Development(CID) at Korea Development Institute(KDI), building
on established partnerships between researchers at KDI and DSl in the areas of Al
governance and standardisation. Future collaboration will enable further sharing of
expertise and perspectives between UK and Korean Al ecosystems, to drive forward
research and enhance UK-Korea cooperation across Al innovation and regulation.

Areas of interest for future collaboration include Al governance topics, such as the role
and emerging impacts of Al regulatory sandboxes for Al governance; measuring and
building capability for Al regulation in the UK and Korea; and understanding needs and
solutions for regulatory interoperability between UK and Korean Al regulatory systems.

Future collaboration can also build on LSE's flagship Global Forum on Al and the Social
Sciences.” The inaugural Forum in September 2026 will address how Al is reshaping
labour markets. UK-Korea joint research and knowledge sharing on Al labour market
impacts could support the development of collaborative solutions to this fast-emerging
global challenge. m
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OfAloprHet 23l 2023 = Beyond Boundaries: Navigating the Digital Landscape for a Green and Inclusive
A (ADBI) Future
OFAJOPHEL 2% 2021 s AZ|RTLSTPH LA X
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OfAjOpARY 7| | 2024 n AR 271 WAL OPAESEH 71
(APO) = APO Productivity Outlook 2025

2023 = APO Productivity Outlook 2024

2022 n O} |AEH =7 ik DRAEEEH T
" ZUASZO| Wity et AR ETEof Cieh HAH

= APO Productivity Outlook 2023

2021 = APO Productivity Outlook 2022
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2019 n L SAIE S2H0| MHE SH T M1 FHETARY
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s [=p] [N 2019 = M| ZTPHEA R XA
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