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Background

Through rapid progress of fourth industrial revolution, digital transformation is accelerated that 

guide to digital economy on combining ICT technology with various industries. To reach innovative 

and comprehensive growth and SDGs for low- and middle-income countries where digital 

infrastructure and technology are relatively lacking, a broad set of stakeholders in the international 

community – governments, academia, civil society organizations, and the private sector – have 

critical roles in inclusive and sustainable development, with their sharing of knowledge ever more 

important.

The Center for International Development (CID) at Korea Development Institute (KDI) is hosting 

the KDI Global Forum on Development Cooperation which aims to foster dialogue among diverse 

actors to share knowledge and best practices of development cooperation. The Forum on “Digital 

Policies and Global Cooperation for Sustainable Development” will bring together best practices 

of digital policies for sustainable growth in global community. 

With offline gatherings made difficult amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the event will be held 

in an online-offline hybrid format. The virtual dialogue and discussion will provide a platform 

for researchers, practitioners, and businesses of the global society, to discuss the role of digital 

policy as an important driver of sustainable development. At the same time, the changing 

context brings with opportunities to seek future-oriented and innovative approaches for sharing 

knowledge and strengthening partnerships going forward.

ABOUT FORUM
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Organizer

This year’s Forum is organized by the Center for International Development (CID) at Korea 

Development Institute (KDI). Since its establishment in 1971, KDI has significantly contributed 

to developing Korea’s economic policies and development cooperation strategies. Korea’s 

experience of social and economic development has been widely recognized as an invaluable 

asset relevant and applicable to developing countries and the broader international community. 

To share Korea’s knowledge and insights, KDI initiated Korea’s development cooperation effort 

by launching the International Development Exchange Program (IDEP) in 1982. The knowledge-

sharing activities were later developed into and rebranded as the Knowledge Sharing Program 

(KSP) in 2004, with KDI playing a pivotal role.

Along the way, KDI established CID in 2010 to strengthen its expertise and enhance the 

effectiveness of its development cooperation operations. CID has conducted numerous 

knowledge sharing and capacity-building projects by offering customized analytical and advisory 

services to development agencies, partner governments, institutions, and the private sector. CID 

expands KDI’s comprehensive research outcomes by aligning them with diverse socio-economic 

contexts of different partner countries and maximizes the development impact through global 

partnership.

Such efforts have been acknowledged internationally, as in the Global Go To Think Tank Index 

Report by the Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program (TTCSP) at the University of Pennsylvania. 

In 2020, KDI was awarded the ‘Center of Excellence’ title for being the top-ranked international 

development for three consecutive years.
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Time Contents

Opening Ceremony

09:30 ~ 10:00

Opening Remarks

Youngsun Koh, Acting President, KDI

Keynote Speech

“Policy Direction for Sustainable Development and Strengthening Resilience”

Tetsushi Sonobe, Dean and CEO, Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI)

Special Session : Digital Economic Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific Region                       

10:00 ~ 10:30

Presentation 1: Regional Digital Trade Cooperation - Australia's Experience

Ben Cas, Acting Assistant Secretary, 

Digital Trade and New Technologies Branch of the Free Trade Agreements and Stakeholder 

Engagement Division, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia 

Presentation 2: Korea-ASEAN Standards Cooperation Network

Heejin Lee, Professor, Yonsei University

Presentation 3: Digital Economy Cooperation in the Asia-Pacific Region

Sivaram Superamanian,

Head of Digital Economy Division, ASEAN Secretariat

10:30 ~ 10:40 Coffee Break

Speaker Presentation : Role of Government and Industry for Green and Digital Economy

10:40 ~ 11:10

Presentation 1: Legislation on Transformation for Green Digital Economy – focusing on Smart Green 

Industrial Complex

Eunhye Jang, Senior Research Fellow, Korea Legislation Research Institute 

Presentation 2: Recent Challenges and Opportunities in Global Value Chain (GVC)

Kun Soo Park, Professor, Seoul National University

Presentation 3: Strengthening Healthcare System through Smart Healthcare

Tae Hyun Kim, Professor, Yonsei University

Roundtable Discussion : Effectiveness of Development Cooperation for Green and Digital Transformation

Moderator : Jungwook Kim, Executive Director, Center for International Development, Korea Development Institute

11:10 ~ 11:40

Discussion 1: Green economy 

Jiyoung Choi, Director, International Economic Cooperation Strategy Division,

Ministry of Economy and Finance, Korea

Discussion 2: Digital Healthcare

Randi Munk, Health & Life Science Counsellor, Embassy of Denmark in the Republic of Korea

Discussion 3: International Cooperation in Green and Digital Sector

Sung Gyu Kim, President, Korea Association of International Development and Cooperation

11:40 ~ 12:00 Q&A (Special session and Speaker presentation) / Closing Remarks

PROGRAM
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OPENING SESSION

Opening Remarks 

Youngsun Koh

Acting President, 

Korea Development Institute 

Youngsun Koh is currently Acting President and Senior Vice President at Korea Development 

Institute. After joining KDI in 1993, he worked in various fields, including fiscal policy, social 

welfare and macroeconomics. At various points in time with KDI, he served as Executive Director 

of Center for International Development, Director of the Global Knowledge Exchange and 

Development Center, Director of Macroeconomic and Financial Policy, Director of Public Finance 

and Social Policy, and Chief Economist. In 2013, he served the Korean government as the Second 

Vice Minister for Office of Government Policy Coordination and Vice Minister for the Ministry of 

Employment and Labor. Koh holds a B.A. and M.A. in Economics from Seoul National University 

and a Ph. D. in Economics from Stanford University.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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OPENING SESSION

Keynote Speech

Tetsushi Sonobe

Dean and CEO,

Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI)

Tetsushi Sonobe is the Dean and CEO of the Asian Development Bank Institute (ADBI), the 

Tokyo-based think tank of the Asian Development Bank that promotes the realization of a 

prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the Pacific through policy research and 

capacity building. 

Born in 1960 in Tokyo, Dean Sonobe obtained his PhD in economics from Yale University 

and BA in economics from the University of Tokyo. His research interests are centered on the 

empirics of economic development, particularly the roles of industrial clusters, human capital, 

social capital, management practices, and market competition in industrial development in 

developing Asia and other regions. 

Before joining ADBI in April 2020, Dean Sonobe served for six years as a vice president of the 

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) in Tokyo and taught economics for thirty 

years at Tokyo Metropolitan University and GRIPS. Dean Sonobe is a recipient of the Nikkei Book 

Publication Prize and the Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize, and a founding board member of the 

Japanese Association for Development Economics. 
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SPECIAL SESSION

Presenter

Ben Cas

Acting Assistant Secretary, 

Digital Trade and New Technologies Branch of the Free Trade Agreements and Stakeholder 

Engagement Division, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia

Ben Cas is Acting Assistant Secretary of the Digital Trade and New Technologies Branch of 

the Free Trade Agreements and Stakeholder Engagement Division of the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade. Since joining DFAT in 2007, Ben has worked on many of Australia's Free Trade 

Agreement negotiations, including as part of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, and with Hong Kong, 

Peru, Korea, Japan and China. He was also posted as First Secretary (Trade) to Washington and 

has worked on a number of WTO disputes. Prior to joining DFAT Ben worked as a commercial 

lawyer.  He holds a Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Laws (Hons). 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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SPECIAL SESSION

Presenter

Heejin Lee

Professor, 

Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University

Heejin Lee is Professor at the Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University. 

Areas of interest and expertise include standards/standardization and ICT4D (information and 

communication technology for development). He has written extensively on China’s rise in ICT 

international standardization. He is leading ‘Center for Converging Industries and Standardization’ 

at Yonsei University. He was awarded the Presidential Citation on the World Standards Day 2022 

for his contribution to enhancing national competitiveness through standardization, in particular 

to promoting standardization in international development cooperation. He is currently working 

on a project for Korea-ASEAN standards cooperation with KATS (Korean Agency for Technology 

and Standards) and Korean Standards Association. He has a multidisciplinary background: BA in 

management and MA in sociology at Seoul National University, and PhD in information systems at 

London School of Economics. Before joining Yonsei, he worked for the University of Melbourne, 

Australia and Brunel University, UK. Recent publications include “The changing patterns of 

China’s international standardization in ICT under techno-nationalism: A reflection through 5G 

standardization."
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SPECIAL SESSION

Presenter

Sivaram Superamanian

Head of Digital Economy Division, 

ASEAN Secretariat 

Sivaram is an Assistant Director at the ASEAN Secretariat and currently heading the Digital 

Economy Division. His key role is to influence digital policies and implement digital initiatives that 

would increase the trade and investment across the 10 ASEAN Member States (AMS). Bringing 

more than 20 years of experience in digital transformation, Sivaram has successfully implemented 

large scale digital initiatives for both the public and private sectors. Sivaram has also advised 

various Governments in the Asia Pacific, Middle East and Africa on the transformative strategy to 

improve the Economic Sectors and increase the country’s GDP, job creation and investment.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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SPEAKER PRESENTATION

Presenter 

Eunhye Jang 

Senior Research Fellow,

Korea Legislation Research Institute

Eunhye Jang is a Senior Research Fellow at Korea Legislation Research Institute (KLRI) in Korea. 

She received her B.A degree in law from Sookymyung Women’s University, followed by a Master 

degree and Ph.D in law from Ajou University in Korea. Her doctoral dissertation, “A Study on the 

Possibility and Limitation of Private Takings in the View of Public Law,” covered land taking and 

related laws. She discussed issues regarding violation of rights occurring during administrative 

investigation and remedies in her master thesis, “Remedy for Violation of Rights in Administrative 

Investigation.”

As a senior research fellow, she has carried out research on climate change, environmental 

laws, port act and so on. Currently, she participates in numerous projects including legal 

commentary on comprehensive management of facilities and installations causing environmental 

contamination, revision of Korean Port Act, and etc. Her research crosses administrative laws and 

environmental laws covering land compensation and land expropriation and urban development. 

Now, she is the head of Climate Change & Legislation team as well as serves as acting member 

of numerous committees, including the Central Environmental Policy Committee of the Ministry 

of Environment, and the Policy Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Public Administration and 

Security.
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SPEAKER PRESENTATION

Presenter 

Kun Soo Park 

Professor, 

Department of Industrial Engineering, Seoul National University 

Kun Soo Park is a professor in the department of industrial engineering at Seoul National 

University, Korea since 2018. He holds a doctoral degree in operations research from Columbia 

University in the city of New York and a bachelor degree from Seoul National University. His 

research interests include global supply chain management, inventory management, and 

operations of smart manufacturing. He conducted several research projects on government 

regulations and policies for digital supply chain and smart logistics. Before joining Seoul National 

University, he was an associate professor in the college of business at Korea Advanced Institute 

of Science and Technology (KAIST). He also had worked as a quantitative researcher at financial 

institutions including Lehman Brothers and Bloomberg in New York, USA.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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SPEAKER PRESENTATION

Presenter 

Tae Hyun Kim 

Professor, 

Graduate School of Public Health, Yonsei University 

Tae Hyun Kim is a Health Services Researcher, currently working for Graduate School of Public 

Health, Yonsei University as Professor and Director of Department of Healthcare Management. 

He brings to his work more than 20 years of experience in hospital management, health care 

finance, and health policy. Professor Kim’s areas of expertise include cost analysis, operations 

management, and global health – acquired working with several countries spanning Middle East, 

Africa, and South East Asia. He holds a Ph.D. degree in Health Services Organization & Research 

at Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Virginia. Prior to joining Yonsei University, 

he served as the Undergraduate Program Director of Department of Health Administration at 

Governors State University, University Park, Illinois.
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Moderator

Jungwook Kim 

Executive Director, 

Center for International Development, Korea Development Institute 

Jungwook Kim is currently Executive Director of Center for International Development at Korea 

Development Institute (KDI). The main task of the Center is Knowledge Sharing Program (KSP) 

as public consultation services provided to around 90 countries from 2004. He had served as 

Director at Center for Regulatory Studies in KDI, which is responsible for regulatory research, 

since 2014. Dr. Kim was appointed to be Fellow of PPP Division of PIMAC at KDI in 2007. Dr. 

Kim worked as Director of Policy and Research Division, where policy research is conducted 

independently of actual project implementation to give feedback to and assist the government in 

deciding its medium to long term policy orientation. Also he served as Director of Public Private 

Partnerships Division, which provides administrative and technical support in the process of PPP 

project preparation and implementation. The division develops guidelines for PPP procurement, 

conducts value-for-money tests and assists in RFP formulation, tendering and negotiation. 

Since Dr. Kim has started his career at KDI, he has conducted researches on the throughout 

policy issues; helped the Ministry of Economy and Finance and other ministries formulate budget 

plans, social and economic development plans, and other policies. Current his research field is in 

Official Development Aids; Procurement Auction System; and Law and Economics. Also, as an 

adjunct professor, he teaches Regulatory Reform, Public Private Partnerships, Public Investment 

Management, and Cost-Benefit Analysis at KDI School of Public Policy and Management.

Born in Korea, Kim holds a B.A. and M.A. in Economics from Seoul National University and a 

Ph. D. in Economics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Discussant

Jiyoung Choi 

Director,

International Economic Cooperation Division, Ministry of Economy and Finance, Korea

Jiyoung Choi is currently Director of International Economic Cooperation Division at Ministry 

of Economy and Finance, Korea. Starting her public career in 2004 as Deputy Director at Seoul 

Metropolitan Government, she served at the Office for Government Policy Coordination, Korean 

Embassy to Belgium and Luxembourg and Mission to the European Union, and Presidential 

Committee for the G20 Summit and various positions in the Ministry of Economy and Finance. 

In her previous post as Director of Green Climate Policy Division, she was primary advisor to 

the Korean Board Member of the Green Climate Fund and Board Member of the Adaptation 

Fund. Choi holds B.A. in Economics from Korea University and a Master in Public Policy from the 

Crawford School of Public Policy, Australia National University with focus on climate change and 

development. 
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Discussant 

Randi Munk

Health & Life Science Counsellor,

Embassy of Denmark in the Republic of Korea

Randi Munk is the Health & Life Science counsellor at the Danish embassy to Korea, overseeing 

and supporting the Danish Korean healthcare collaboration. Randi is in charge of the embassy’s 

health team, which primary focus for 2022-2023 is digitalization, HealthTech, and the ageing 

society. She brings more than 15 years of experience within healthcare, digitalization and health 

data legislation from both the private and government sectors. Her areas of expertise include 

health data law, digitalization, digital transformation and regulatory policy, acquired working in 

different positions in the Danish government, and the private pharmaceutical industry. Randi 

was the project manager on the HMA/EMA joint task force on Big Data, mapping the Big Data 

landscape in Europe. In addition, co-author on the task force recommendations and publications 

on big data and utilization. Randi holds a Master degree in Business Law and Business 

Administration from Aalborg University of Denmark.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Discussant

Sung Gyu Kim 

President,

Korea Association of International Development and Cooperation (KAIDEC)

Dr. Sung Gyu Kim received his MA from the Department of Sociology, Seoul National University, 

and his Ph.D. from Freie Universität Berlin (FU Berlin). He was also a researcher of Otto-Suhr-

Institute of FU Berlin. In Korea, he has been an expert committeeman of the Economic and 

Social Development Commission of Korea, a senior research fellow of KOICA (Korea International 

Cooperation Agency), and a senior research fellow of the International Development Cooperation 

Research Center of Seoul National University Asia Center (SNUAC). He is now serving as the 

director of the Sustainable Development Center of the Asiatic Research Institute at Korea 

University. His main research areas include international development cooperation and the ODA 

policies of South Korea, with his main theses and books including “Searching for a new policy 

for international development cooperation” “A study on social opportunities and ways to expand 

safety nets in developing countries”, “A study on ways to support job creation in developing 

countries,” “A study on the formation of private enterprises in developing countries,” “Saemaul 

Undong ODA and development cooperation,” and “(Global CSR) of enterprises and development 

cooperation”. Currently, he is serving as the president of Korea Association of International 

Development and Cooperation (KAIDEC).
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