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Concept Stage, Report No.
PIDDC01248, 2025.

3) BMZ (Federal Ministry for
Economic Cooperation and
Development), Guidelines
for Bilateral Financial and
Technical Cooperation
with cooperation partners
of German development
cooperation, 1 July 2021,
https://www.bmz.de/
resource/blob/92794/
guidelines-for-bilateral-
financial-and-technical-
cooperation.pdf.
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Australia’s Climate Change Priorities in
International Development Partnerships
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Climate change risks in the Indo-Pacific are increasing the intensity of weather-
related hazards such as cyclones, flooding, droughts, heatwaves and driving sea
level rise and ocean acidification. The impact of these risks is disrupting trade,
causing water and energy shortages, increasing risks of pandemics, conflict and
displacement, and reversing progress in the fight against poverty. Climate pressures
are hindering development gains and deepening inequality, particularly for the most
vulnerable communities. Australia is a signatory to the Paris Agreement 2015, which
aims to limit global warming to well below 2.0°C compared to pre-industrial levels.
The Australian Government is committed to taking real and significant climate action
domestically and demonstrating leadership internationally. Australia is on track to

deliver AUD 3 billion in climate finance between 2020-25.

1. Policies

Australia’s International Development Policy 2023 sets out a long-term vision for
how the Australian international development program will meet the critical needs
of our partners, including to enhance state and community resilience to external
pressures and shocks such as climate change. It commits Australia to respond to the
calls of our region and evidence of the accelerating climate crisis by increasing our

climate investments and better addressing climate risks.

Australia aims to strengthen climate resilience across its development program by
integrating climate risk analysis and climate objectives into new investments. Our goal
is that by 2028-29, 80 per cent of all new country and regional investments valued
over AUD 3 million include a climate change objective. New bilateral programs also
aim to align with partner countries’ Nationally Determined Contributions and National

Adaptation Plans.



Australia’s International Gender Equality Strategy 2024 reaffirms Australia’s
commitment to gender equality and advancing the human rights of women and
girls. The strategy aims to deliver gender equitable climate action and humanitarian
assistance. Australia’s International Disability Equity and Rights Strategy 2024
continues Australia's proud legacy of support for the rights of people with disabilities.
It outlines how Australia will meet the demands of a changing world, integrating
disability equity across our international engagement on foreign policy, international

development, trade policy, humanitarian assistance and climate action.

Specific regional and bilateral objectives for climate and disaster resilience are
outlined in Development Partnership Plans (DPPs). The Australia-Southeast Asia
Regional Development Partnership Plan 2024-2028 aims to accelerate the region’s
clean energy transition, including through the equitable uptake of technologies that
contribute to mitigation and advance progress towards net zero emissions; and
reduce regional vulnerability to impacts of climate change and disasters, including
through investing in adaptation of key sectors such as infrastructure and sustainable

water management.

The Australia-Pacific Regional Development Partnership Plan 2025-2029 aims
for quality climate programming developed through a process of deep collaboration,
analysis and responsiveness to nationally determined needs; access to targeted
climate finance to meet the needs of Pacific Island countries; and support to Pacific
governments and communities to have greater capacity and readiness to deal with

the impact of climate change and disasters.

2. Programs

Climate Resilient Communities (CRC) is DFAT's flagship climate program [AUD
221.9 million, 2024-29] aiming to increase climate investments, drive climate
integration, and better address climate change and disaster risk across Australia’s
development portfolio in the Pacific, Southeast Asia and South Asia. CRC incentivises
funding towards gender-responsive, inclusive, climate and disaster resilience
programming, particularly in the water, food, nature-based solutions and energy
sectors. For example, the Cambodia Climate Resilience Program is contributing
Australia’s expertise to strengthen planning, implementation, and management of
water resources to reduce vulnerability and enhance climate resilience. In Vietnam,
Transforming Rice Value Chains in the Mekong Delta delivers a prize-based
competition to incentivise rice value chain companies to adopt new farming practices
that support small household farmers to increase their income by producing high

value and low emissions rice.

Australia is strengthening Mekong resilience, development and integration, notably
through the Mekong-Australia Partnership (MAP) [AUD 454 million, 2020-29],
building on our bilateral, Association of Southeast Asia Nation (ASEAN) and other
regional programs. MAP was launched in 2020 to work flexibly to help tackle shared

and transboundary development challenges by investing in: climate resilience, water



security and economic resilience; countering transnational crime; and developing
leadership and skills. In August 2025, Foreign Minister Wong announced a new
suite of MAP climate resilience investments to support collaborative ways of
working to protect biodiversity, help local communities adapt to climate-responsive
agriculture and work with remote communities to protect livelihoods impacted by
climate change. MAP includes a thematic focus on gender equality, disability and
social inclusion reflecting that enhancing climate resilience and water security can
promote economic resilience and social well-being by safeguarding livelihoods and
ecosystems, while also ensuring the voices of women and marginalised groups are

heard in policy and decision-making processes.

Almost half of Australia’s climate finance between 2020-25, [AUD 1.3 billion, goes
to our Pacific Partners, delivered through a range of programs at regional and
bilateral level. For example, Australia and New Zealand contribute to the Climate and
Oceans Support Program in the Pacific (COSPPac) that enhances climate and ocean
resilience across Pacific Island countries by equipping national meteorological and
hydrological services with the data, tools, and expertise needed to deliver accurate
forecasts and early warnings. This enables Pacific governments and communities to
make informed decisions that protect lives, livelihoods, and critical infrastructure. By
combining traditional knowledge with scientific data, COSPPac ensures that climate

and ocean services are accessible, inclusive, and culturally grounded.

Australia’s broader development programming spans a range of sectors that
are critical to regional resilience, from infrastructure and agriculture to water
management, food security, and disaster preparedness. Through the Australian
Infrastructure Financing Facility for the Pacific (AIFFP) [2019+], Australia is investing
in renewable energy and climate-resilient infrastructure projects such as solar
power generation in Palau, transmission network upgrades in Solomon Islands and
technical assistance to improve flood management in Fiji. In the agriculture sector,
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) is supporting
smallholder farmers to adopt climate-smart practices and strengthen food systems,
complemented by regional initiatives such as the Centre for Pacific Crops and Trees
(CePaCT) and the Pacific vision for Adapted Crops and Soils (PACS), which safeguard

climate-resilient plant varieties.

Partnerships for Infrastructure (P4l) [2021+] is Australia's flagship infrastructure
development initiative in Southeast Asia. P4l works with eight Southeast Asian
economies and ASEAN, supporting partners to manage and deliver new infrastructure
worth over AUD 50 billion annually. For P4l, ensuring that climate resilience and
inclusivity are embedded in infrastructure decision making, policy planning and

reform is core business.

3. Collaboration between Australia and ROK
Australia and the ROK can expand climate programming collaboration in the Pacific,

where both are development partners to the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) Secretariat



and the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). Support
to Pacific priorities under the PIF's 2050 Strategy, including contributions to the
Pacific Resilience Facility are Pacific priority. Contributions to the fund could support
climate adaptation, disaster preparedness, and nature-based solutions. Australia has
committed AUD 100 million to the Facility. As development partners, Australia and
the ROK have already both funded (with New Zealand and Sweden) Governance for
Resilient Development in the Pacific (Gov4Res) [2019-2024], managed by United
Nations Development Program. Gov4Res has supported Pacific governments to
integrate climate and disaster risk into national planning, budgeting, and community-
level decision-making, aiming for development outcomes that are resilient and

inclusive.

Australia and the ROK also support subregional Mekong cooperation, amplifying
local voices in sustainable development. At the 2024 Australia-ROK 2+2 Foreign and
Defence Ministers’ Meeting, Ministers agreed to deepen engagement in Southeast
Asia, including through the Mekong River Commission (MRC), where Australia
currently chairs the Development Partner Group (2025-2026). Both countries
participate in Ayeyarwad-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy
(ACMECS) and Friends of Mekong forums and support civil society networks

addressing shared challenges.

The ROK's Mekong-Korea Cooperation Fund (MKCF) supports green growth,
water, agriculture, and infrastructure projects, including solar education programs
and climate adaptation in Cambodia. Australia’'s MAP and MKCF share objectives
in climate resilience and green development, offering scope for coordinated

programming.

Bilateral and multilateral forums offer further opportunities for collaboration,
including the Korea-Australia Future Forum, Korea-Australia Future Youth Forum,
UN Climate Change Conferences, PIF, ASEAN, East Asia Summit (EAS), the cross-
regional consultative partnership between Mexico / Indonesia / ROK / Turkey /
Australia (MIKTA), and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). Both countries
contribute to disaster risk management under EAS and ASEAN frameworks, and
Korea hosts the APEC Climate Centre.

In conclusion, Australia and ROK bring complementary strengths to climate-
related development cooperation. Australia offers expertise in climate adaptation,
sustainable agriculture, resilient infrastructure, and inclusive climate finance. Korea
contributes advanced technology, innovation, water management, and clean energy
expertise. Harnessing these strengths can deliver impactful, joint outcomes across

the Indo-Pacific.
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